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however, the effect must be to ease the transition to popular
representation on the legislative council of the colonial
government.
Training for responsible work in public affairs is also
being assisted by the appointment of suitably qualified
African unofficials to government advisory committees
concerned with education, labour, agriculture, and similar
matters. Still more important, because more people attend
them, are the provincial and regional councils which have
been established during the past few years. These may con-
sist mainly of chiefs, as in Nigeria and on the Gold Coast,
or they may also include representatives of urban advisory
councils and welfare associations as in Northern Rhodesia.
Such councils are useful for the discussion of interests
shared in common by a number of local governments, and
they deal with national rather than purely local affairs.
They help both to encourage national feeling and to pro-
vide a means for its expression. They are therefore even
more important than local government councils in training
potential representatives on colonial legislative councils.
At present regional councils have no legislative authority,
although they may obtain it at a later stage, and in any
case they may be given other functions. Lord Hailey sug-
gests that:
Nowhere . . . are they likely to have a permanent value, as
part of a framework of political institutions, if their functions
are purely consultative. It may be suggested, therefore, that
in the first instance they should have authority to review local
authority by-laws, to provide for the training of personnel for
local authority services, and to maintain services which, while
of local application, cannot be undertaken by individual
authorities.
The regional councils recently set up in Nigeria under
the proposals for constitutional reorganization published
in IQ451 have many of these functions:          . . -
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